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of that kind, then the libido on the one side regresses to the
memory image of the mother, and on the other, it invariably
seeks the daughter, if there is one. This is what might be
called unconscious incest. You cannot hold a man responsible
for that, as it is an entirely automatic process; but he should
be held responsible for being unconscious. It is morally
wrong for him to neglect his love-problem. Unfortunately,
it is almost a collective ideal to be as negligent and unconscious
of love matters as possible. Behind the mask of respectability
and decency the power of neglected love poisons the children.
Of Bourse you cannot blame the average man, as he receives
no guidance in solving the great problem of love from current
ideals and conventions. These, unfortunately, are all in
^favour of negligence and repression.
The dream of the grandmother shows how the father's
unconscious processes are penetrating the child's unconscious.
He wishes to kiss his mother, and the child feels forced in
the dream to kiss her. The latter, being " all mouth, wide
open " suggests swallowing. Obviously the child is in danger
of being swallowed by her father's regressive libido. That
is why she dreams of a snake; for the snake, since ancient
times, has always been the symbol of danger: of being caught
in coils, or swallowed, or poisoned. You will understand
such dreams better if you read what I have written about
serpent-symbolism in my book, Psychology of the Unconscious.
The case also shows how apt children are to see very
much more than the parents would suspect. It is of course
quite impossible that parents should have no complexes
at all; that would be superhuman. But they should deal
with them consciously, they should make it a duty to work
them out for the sake of their children. They should not
evade their troubles, and try to repress them in order to
avoid painful discussions. The love-problem is part of
mankind's heavy toll of suffering, and nobody should be
ashamed that he must pay his tribute. It is a thousand
times better in every respect for parents frankly to discuss

